Lieutenant General David W. Barno, USA (Ret.) Center fora
N . A New American
Senior Advisor and Senior Fellow Security

CNAS BIOGRAPHY

General Barno, a highly decorated military officer with over 30 years
of service, has served in a variety of command and staff positions in
the United States and around the world, to include command at every
level. He served many of his early years in special operations forces
with Army Ranger battalions, to include combat in both the Grenada
and Panama invasions. In 2003, he was selected to establish a new
three-star operational headquarters in Afghanistan and take
command of the 20,000 U.S. and Coalition Forces in Operation
Enduring Freedom. For 19 months in this position, he was responsible
for the overall military leadership of this complex political-military
mission, devising a highly innovative counterinsurgency strategy in
close partnership with the U.S. embassy and coalition allies. His
responsibilities included regional military efforts with neighboring

nations and involved close coordination with the Government of
Afghanistan, the United Nations, NATO International Security Assistance Force, the U.S. Department of
State and USAID, and the senior military leaders of many surrounding nations and numerous allies.

From 2006-2010, General Barno served as the Director of the Near East South Asia Center for Strategic
Studies at the National Defense University. Concurrently, he was the Chairman of the Advisory
Committee on Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom Veterans and Families from
2007-2009. He frequently serves as an expert consultant on counterinsurgency and irregular warfare,
professional military education and the changing character of conflict, supporting a wide-range of
government and other organizations. General Barno is widely published and has testified before Congress
numerous times. He is also a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the International Institute
of Strategic Studies.

A 1976 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, General Barno also earned his master’s
degree in National Security Studies from Georgetown University. He is a graduate of the U.S. Army
Command and General Staff College, and the U.S. Army War College. General Barno has received
numerous awards for his military and public service.
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